ALTON

he began the study of law and was admitted
to the bar. He was at one time judge of
the superior court in Chicago, and from 1893
to 1897 was governor of the state of Illinois,
gaining notoriety by his pardon of several
of the anarchists connected with the Hay-
market riots. He was active in support of
Bryan in two of his Presidential campaigns,
and was a popular public speaker and the
author of several books on social and po-
litical questions.

ALTON", ILL., settled in 1783 and incor-
porated in 1835, is a city in Madison County,
on the Mississippi River. It is built on bluffs
200 feet above the water, which fact gives
it the name THE BLUFF CITY. The Chicago
& Alton Railroad was built to Alton in 1867,
the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & Saint
Louis in 1879; and the Illinois Terminal in
1900.

Glass, lead, cartridges and boxboard
paper are the leading manufactures; these
and the Standard Oil Company employ over
5,000 men. There are two national banks
and three state banks. Important institu-
tions are the Cathedral of Saints Peter and
Paul, an Ursuline Convent and Thayer
Memorial Library. Shurtlen: College is
two miles distant, at Upper Alton. A monu-
ment to Elijah P. Lovejoy, the first martyr
in the events preceding the Civil War, stands
in the city. He was killed here by an anti-
abolition mob in 1837. Population, 1920,
24,682; in 1930, 30,151.

ALTONA, ahl'to net, GERMANY, an impor-
tant commercial city in the Prussian province
of Schleswig-Holstein, adjoining Hamburg,
with which it virtually forms one city. It is
a free port, and its commerce, both inland
and foreign, is large, being identified with
that of Hamburg. Population in 1933,
242,000.

ALTOO'NA, PA., a city near the center of
the state, 114 miles east of Pittsburgh and
237 miles northwest of Philadelphia, and
situated 1,180 feet above sea level. It is five
miles east of the scenic horseshoe bend on the
Pennsylvania Railroad; that road serves the
city. Altoonays growth is in good measure
due to the location in the city of the,great
railroad shops of the Pennsylvania Com-
pany, employing over 16,000 men. The
country on all sides is rich in eoal, and coal
mining adds to the importance of the town.

The city has over fifty churches, a me-
chanics' library for railroad shop employ-
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ees, a public library and two large hospitals.
Population, 1920, 60,331; in 1930, 82,054, a
gain of 36 per cent.
ALTO-BILIEVO, alil'to re lycfvo, (high
relief), is the term applied to sculptured
figures to express the fact that they stand
out boldly from the background. A figure
to be in high relief should actually stand out
more than one-half its thickness from the
background without being entirely detached.
See BAS-EELIEF; MEZZO-RILIEVO.
ALTRUISM, in ethics, the theory of con-
duct which holds that the individual should
subordinate and sacrifice himself to the wel-
fare of society. The word was coined by the
French philosopher Comte from the Latin
word alter, meaning tlie other (of two).
The theory as stated by Comte was developed
by Herbert Spencer, who applied the princi-
ples of physical evolution to society and
showed that in a perfect society the individ-
ual must take part in securing the well-
being of others. Pure altruism is impossible,
because the theory implies that the individ-
ual secures his own happiness in the hap-
piness of others. Thus he is an egoist to
the extent that he achieves happiness for
himself (see EGOISM). In other words?
altruism is to be considered as a means
rather than an end. In common speech,
altruism refers loosely to any actions which
may result in the welfare of others, what-
ever the motives may be which have
prompted those actions, or whatever the
consequences to the doer.
ALHJM, a name for a class of salts formed
by crystallization from a mixture of alumi-
num sulphate and an alkaline sulphate.
They are known as potassium alum, am-
monium alum, sodium alum, etc. Alums
will dissolve in water, and the resulting
solution has a sweetish, puckery taste. When
heated, alum crystals form, a white, powdery
mass called burnt alum, which is used in
medicine. The alum formerly used some-
what generally as an adulterate of baking
powders is sodium alum; such use is now
illegal. Alums are also utilized in dyeing
and printing cloth, in tanning and the manu-
facture of paper, in. purifying water and
sewage, for hardening plaster and in the
preparation of other aluminum compounds*
ALU'MTNA, the single oxide of the metal
aluminum, which, when combined with silica,
is one of the most widely distributed sub-
stances. It enters1 in large quantity into the